Walk The Old Path

By Jeff Anderson
Our youngest children are now teenagers, so this year we thought we might simplify our Easter celebration a little by forgetting the Easter baskets.  Certainly, we thought, the kids won’t miss the charade of having their own basket and the associated hunt for it in the morning; an ample store of candy and jerky in the cupboard should do nicely.  Right?  Not so.  They insisted on the old routine even to the point of assembling the baskets themselves.  For them, Easter would not have been complete without this tradition.  Dutifully, I hide the baskets late Saturday night, and per usual we had frustrated children the next morning as they searched five, ten, maybe twenty minutes before finding their basket.  Traditions are not important because they are fun.  Traditions are important because they give a sense of how things should be.

How often, as we make our choices about how to spend our weekends and holidays, do we give thought to the cumulative importance, over time, of those decisions.  Flowers on graves and parades on Memorial Day, fireworks and flags on the 4th of July, church services every Saturday or Sunday, these simple traditions do much to make us a stable and confident society.  Especially for parents of young children I would say, if you want to minimize rebellion in the teen years and watch your children turn into responsible, loving adults, put a high priority on establishing healthy family and church traditions.  We must change, adapt, and build anew for the future as we become adults, but to do this well and lastingly requires a stable foundation. That stability derives, to a great extent, from simple traditions.  
God knows this too.  Jesus said, “Every scribe who is learned in the reign of God is like the head of a household who can bring from his storeroom both and new and the old.” (Matt. 13: 52)  The point is not to keep traditions for tradition’s sake; Jesus certainly blasted the Pharisees for that.  No, the idea is to keep traditions steadily but with wisdom for the blessings that they bring.  Used properly this works like faith and with faith to build a stable and forward looking society.  History, and certainly the history of Jewish and western Christian cultures, illustrates this point.  Here, on the surface, lies a sociological truth; but below that lies something much deeper, keeping covenant with God.  This covenant means traditions to be kept in love and truth, and that is where the real benefits spring forth.
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