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It is just over a hundred years since the Azusa Street revival, April 6, 1906, marked the beginning of the Pentecostal movement within Protestant Christianity.  Likewise, it is just over forty years since the Duquesne Weekend,  February 18. 1967, that initiated the Charismatic Renewal within Catholicism.  To me, a participant in the Renewal since 1972, it is clear that this movement of the Spirit is slowly changing and ministering to the greater Church.  In this article I would like to summarize what I see as the gifts that are being brought into the Church, especially the Catholic Church, since that is where my experience lies.  

Initiation into the Renewal is based on the “Baptism in the Spirit” which frequently occurs as a discrete event, like a plunge into a pool. That’s what happened to me, as it has for many millions of Christians, when I accepted the invitation to be prayed with.  We know, however, that for many Christians the experience is much more gradual, like gradually wading in, slowly maturing in faith, hope, and love and slowly coming in tune with the Spirit.  In truth, irregardless of a quick or slow beginning, there is always a life-long growth process that follows.  An abrupt start, however, makes is starkly clear to those involved that God is truly at work, whether for the individual or the community (as Azusa Street or Duquesne).  The primary effect and greatest gift of the “Baptism in the Spirit” is the deep, direct, interior and very personal knowledge that the Spirit of God is alive and dwelling within us.  Certainly this conviction may be reached by the many who grow slowly into communion with the Spirit, but perhaps this growth can be nurtured and, I hope, be enhanced by the experience and observations of this article..

So what is this “Baptism in the Spirit” and how does it differ, if at all, from the indwelling of the Spirit we receive at Baptism and Confirmation?  Let me begin with a simple illustration inspired by a point made eloquently by George Montague in his recent book, “The Holy Spirit, Make Your Home in Me”.  If you put your hand in warm water and just leave it there, still, without movement, very soon you will be unable to feel the water.  Only when there is movement can you actually feel the water.  Montague points out that prayer and the sacraments enable the Holy Spirit to flow into us, to dwell there, but to be vessels of “living water” the Spirit must be moving.  The Spirit must flow out of us as well as into us.   This movement, which comes from the exercise of the spiritual gifts, makes the Spirit sensible to those through whom it is flowing.  If we are not active servants allowing God to bestow his gifts on others through us, then the Spirit tends to become stagnant within us, growth slows and the Lord’s work remains undone.  

The emphasis on servanthood and the use of the spiritual gifts illustrates the way the Lord, through the Renewal, is changing the Church.  There is no new doctrine here. Rather there is a re-balancing of the doctrine, teaching, and practice that Christianity has always professed.  Culture, the needs, struggles, and the wisdom of the times has always tailored the way the Christian message is presented.  Over time there comes to be a shaping of the emphasis in the message.  Across society Christianity comes to be presented as “aBCDefg,”  the capitals representing emphasis on certain teachings and practices.  With the Renewal the Lord is bringing about an adjustment so that the message becomes more like “abCDEfg”, less emphasis on some points, more on others.  Looking at the incredible growth of Pentecostal Christianity over the last century we should gain an appreciation of how important this shift in emphasis really is. 
Small Adjustments:

Some shifts in emphases appear as minor adjustments. One mark of the Renewal is the emphasis on praise as a prayer form.  Most Charismatic prayer meetings open with an extended period of free-form praise with the participation of the entire group.  Praise as a prayer form goes back to Old Testament times, many of the Psalms are hymns of praise. The Mass opens with a prayer of praise, the “Gloria,” most of the liturgical year.  The Renewal has brought an appreciation of the importance of praise in personal prayer, and, in community prayer, elevated the level of intensity and the way each participant is personally involved in forming the praise.  Praise, we have found, sets the correct posture and attitude for prayer, not just recognizing but establishing the reality of our relationship between God our loving creator and lord, and his people, his flock, his servants,  Praise opens the door to effective prayer because it helps initiate the proper attitude for prayer.

Another seemingly small point that makes a very significant difference; increased attention that God brings salvation by working through His people, all His people..  Certainly this is not news.  Jesus, Mary his mother, Abraham, Sarah, Jacob, Moses, the prophets, the Apostles, the Church Fathers, the Saints, the writers of scripture, our local pastor and bishop, the person next door… the list is endless of those who contribute to our salvation through their work, prayers, sacrifices and wisdom.   However, the Renewal brings to the fore the realization that everyone, everyone is called to participate with God in this effort.  The calling comes to us all.   

The ramifications of this simple point are many.  One reflection is on the shortage of priests in the Church today.  If the perspective is presented that “some among you” might have a calling to the religious life, then many will quickly surmise that it’s not them.  Rather they quickly (and rightly) conclude “I’m not exceptional, I should not expect an exceptional calling”, and that will be the end of the matter.  However, present the issue as “all of you”, every person, has a calling to the service of the Lord, then there is no quick out.  Everybody then needs to seek the Lords guidance on what their call is.  Most will find their call to be “...prophets, third teachers, then miracle workers, healers, assistants, administrators and those who speak in tongues” (1 Cor 12;28) but, guess what, plenty will be called to be “apostles” and priests!  There is a subtle point here that needs not to be overlooked; if all are called then society is called and there is a deep sense that we all must respond together.  Humans have a deep need to be a part of their community, their native society and culture; it helps identify who they are at a very deep level.  If we are all called together we respond together and we stay together.  If only a few are called then they are called away from the community and this presents a significant barrier to the call.

The need for emphasis on the fact that all people are called to be servants of the Lord is perhaps the most important lesson of the Renewal.  When Jesus was asked “are they few in number who are to be saved”, Luke 13:23, (a question asked frequently in our own times) Jesus skirted the question.  Instead of a direct answer he said “Try to enter by the narrow door.  Many, I tell you, will try to enter and be unable.”  Looking at the gospel message as a whole, I have become convinced the “narrow door” is probably marked ”servants only.”    Half of Jesus’ parables are about servants; faithful servants, watchful servants, wily servants, wise servants, and so on.  In the Old Testament also, “ ….decide today whom you shall serve… but as for me and my house, we shall serve the Lord “ (Joshua 24:15).   In fact, my concordance shows many more references to serve, serving, servants, than to love and related words.  Often the direction is very strong.  See Luke 17:7-10 which ends, “say, ‘We are useless servants.  We have done no more than our duty.’”  The image is clear.  God’s Kingdom is likened to a large household, a household filled with the servants of the Master.  Each serves voluntarily out of love for the Master, and each has a special call or duty to fulfill within the household.  Each person contributes.  Each person belongs there.  Each person has a loving relationship with the Master.

It is out of the position of “servant” that a very important grace is obtained; the grace to enable the power of the Spirit to flow through us.  Functioning in the house of God does not go well on our own power, by our own plans, or by our own merits, but it flows amazingly well under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  Here is the root of the spiritual gifts of 1 Corinthians 12.  The Lord calls us all to be servants who are obedient, faithful, and attentive.   
Finally, the Renewal teaches us a lesson about community.  It is within the community structure that the charismatic gifts are encouraged, bestowed, grown and exercised.  The gifts are given specifically for the building of the community (1 Cor. 12:7).  As we each walk our spiritual and physical journey, days come when we each need encouragement, teaching, wisdom, understanding, healing or any and all of the other gifts.  It is most often to our community where we must turn to find these gifts.  Conversely, for the exercise of our own gifts it is the community that provides the opportunities.  The “Baptism in the Spirit” comes most often through the teaching, witness, and then the prayer of the community.  The witness of the community builds faith.  It is in the community that Paul’s words are made manifest:  “Not many of you are wise, as men account wisdom; not many are influential; and surely not many are well-born.  God chose those whom the world considers absurd to shame the wise; he singled out the weak of this world to shame the strong.” (1 Cor. 1:26-27).   There are no excuses.  The gifts of the Spirit are there for all of us, all of God’s church.  It just remains that we seek and knock (Luke 11:9-13).
___________
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